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HISTORICAL ACCOUNT 


Of PROCEEDINGS berwixr the 
College of Phyſicians 
SURGEONS; 


- Since their INCORPORATION, 


N the 3d. Hen. VIII. the Parliament conſidering the great Inconveniencies which did en- 34en.v1IE. 
; ſue by ignozanr-Perſous practiſing Pbyſick:or @urgerp,to,the griebous burt, damage and ©: 11. 
\ ; deſtrudion-of-many of the King's: Liege-People, they: paſsd an At , That no Perſon 
; within the-City-of, London, noz within ſeben Wiles of: the fame, ſhould tabe upon bim 
MMR - to exerciſe end 6ecupy:as-a Þbyſician, oe RUrnegals {om be be firt-eramined; appzobed 
Ind admitted by the!Biſhop of London,gz by theTean of t- Pauls foz the time being 3 calling to 
bim v2 them four Doctozs of Pbylirh, /and fog Surgery other erpert Perſons in that Faculty 5 
and fo? tbe firſt G:arnination ſuch as tbey ſhall think convenient, and afterward alway four of 
them that have been ſo appzobed, upon tbe pain of ozfeiture tozebery menetb that thep do oc- 
cupie as Pbyſician , 02;21rgeon,not admitted ,, noz examined, after the Tenour of this Act, of 
Five Pounds to be impley2ds the one balf/ thereof to, the uſe of . our Dovereign Lo2d the King, 
and the cther half thereof to any Perſon that will ſue (oz it by Action of Debt, in which no 
Woeger of Law,: no?P2otection ſbajl be allowed. | * ', | Nor X 
In the 5*> Hen. ViIL'the Surgeons, were diſcharged. from Conſtableſhip, Watch, and of $#en y117, 


all pace wot of Dffice, bearing aup Armour, and alto of all Inqueſts and Juries within the Citp © 6 
of London. , 


In-the 1cth. Hen. VIII, A perpetual College of Phyſicians was erected and granted in Lendon, 10 Hen, 
and the Suburbs, (by the King's Royal Patent), in imitation of well governed Cities in Jraly, VIIL. 
and ſeyeral other Nations, for the King's Honour,.and the publick good of his Subjets; In 
which Patent the College was impowered to make Statutes and Ordinances for the good Go- - 
yernment, Superviſion and CorreCtion of the College, and all its Members, as likewiſe of all 
other Perſons practiſing Phyſick in London and ſeven Miles about, whom they were to puniſh, as 
the Laws of the Kingdom; and their:own Statutes made in purſuance of them did direct. By & of 
Patent, a Grant was made from the Crown to the Preſident and College, and their Succeſſouf's, 
that none ſhould praCtiſePhyſick in. London, or in ſeven Miles, unleſs he were admitted by the 
Preſident and College, by Letters ſigned by their Common Seal, upon the Penalty of Five 
Pounds per menſ. And for the due examination of ſuch as ſhould be admitted to pradtiſe Phyſick 
in London, and within ſeven Miles of the ſame, four Phyſicians of the ſaid College were (by 
the fame Royal Patent) to be yearly choſen bythe College, who ſhould have the Superviſion, 
Examination', Correction and/ Government of all Phyſicians practiſing Phyſick in the faid 
City, or within ſeven Miles of the ſame ,” and ſhould puniſh them for their miſcarriages in nor! 
bene exequendo, faciendo, & mtendo medicing. This Patent was confirmed by Parliament in the ,, ,, 7 
14,15. of Hen. VHI- In which Aft it was declared, that the making of the ſaid Corporation was vIl1.c. s, 
meritozious , and verp £90d (oz the colnmon- wealth of the Kealm 5 In conſideration whereof, 
and foz the further authoziſing of the ſame Lerters-Patents , and alſo entarging of turtber Ar- 
ticles foz the ſaid Comnicn- wealth. to be had 8nd made, Pleaſeth-it your Yigbneſs with tbe Ac- 
ſent of: the Loz2ds Spiritual and Zen'pozat ,/ and the oh" wes in this p2eſent Parliament aſf- 


ſembled, 


. 
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fembled, to Enact, D2dain, and Eſtabliſh, that the ſaid Cozpozation of the ſaid Commonalty, 
and Fellowſþip of the Faculty of Pbyſick afozeſaid , And all and eberp Gzant, Articles, aud 
other thing contained and ſpecified in the ſaid Letters Patents, be appzoved, granted, rati- 
fied and confirmed in this pzeſent Parliament , and clearly Authozized and Admitted by the 
ſame, good, lawful and available to tbe ſaid Wody Cozpozate, and their Succeſſourg foz eber, 
in as ample and large a manner as may be taken , thought, and conſtrued by the fame. 
In the ſame ACt of Parliament eight Elecs of the ſaid College were appointed , out of which a 
P:efident was yegrlp to bechoſen, And the Pbyſiciang inthe ſeveral Dioceſes of England, were 
fo be exotnjned by the Peeſident, and thee E!ecs of che ſaid College, (Gzadvates of Oxford and 
Cambridge only excepted. 

In the 32? Hen. VIII. A ſecond Aﬀt of Parliament was made in favour of the College of Phy- 
ficians, in which ſeveral new Priviledges wete granted them, As particolarly, That all of them 
ſhould te diſcharged to keep any Watch, and Ward; That they ſhould not te choſen Con- 
ſtable, or to any other Dffice in the Gitp oz Suburbs; And ſo great was the Truſt apd Qonhi- 
dence which the King and Parliament then gepoſed inthem , That they Enacted, fop the Com- 
mon-wealth , and Surety af the King's lobing Subjects, That four Fellows ſhouldbe yearly 
choſen, and ſworn to ſearch, biew and ſee Apothecary-Wares , D2uggs and Stutfs, and ſuch 
as they found defectibe, cozrupted, and not meet ns2z conbenient to be miniſtred in any Vedicines 
foz the Health of Pan's Body, to cauſe to be burnt, oz otherwiſe deſtroyed, calling to them the 
Wardens of the Apothecaries, oz one of them. They likewiſe were ſo tender of the Rights 
and ahyt7 = belonging to the College, and fo ſenſible of theirFitneſs and Ability to 
judge of Surgeons as well as Phyſicians, that they in this Act declared , That fozaſmuch 2s 
the Science of Phyſick doth compzehend, include and contain the Knowledge of Surgery, 
as a ſpecial ember and Part of the ſame 3 Therefoze be it Enacted, That any of the ſaid Con'- 
pany oz Fellowſþip of Pbyſiciang being able, choſen, and admitted by the ſaid Pzelldent and 
Fellow\ip of Phyſicians, may from time to time, as well within the City of London as 
elſewhere within this Kealm, Pzactife and Erercife the ſaid Science of Pbpſick, in all and ebe- 
rp his Wembers and Parts, any Act, Statute, oz Pzobiſion made to the contrary notwith* 
ſtanding. 

In the ſame Seſſion of Parliament, the Company called the Surgeons, being not incozpozate, 
noz baving any manner ef Cozpozation, they and the Barbers were united and made one 
Body incozpozate, to the intent that by their Union and often Aſſembling together, the good 
and due D2zder, Exerciſe and Knowledge in tbe ſaid ©cience oz Faculty of Surgery, ſhould be 
as well in Speculation as in Pzactice, &c. la this Parliament the Letters Patents granted to 
the Barbers or Surgeone were confirmed , and they erempted from bearing of Arms, 
02 to be put in Watches oz Inqueſts. They likewiſe had a Priviledge granted them, to take 
four condemned Perſons yearly foz Anatomies, to make incifion of the ſame dead Bodies, foz 
therr further and better Knowledge, Inſtruction, Inſight, Learning and E:iperience in the 
ſaid @cience oz Faculty of Surgery: though ?cis notoriouſly known , that two Fellows of the 
College of Phyſicians are conſtantly choſen to teach them the aforeſaid knowledge, Inftructi- 
on, Infigbt, Learning and Erperience mentioned in this Act. 

What uſe the Surgeons made of this their Inc ation , and what Return was made the 
_ and Parliament for the forementioned Priviledges obtained by their Favour and Bounty, 
will beſt appear by the following ACt of Parliament, made in the 24" 25") of Hen. VIII. being 
two or three and thirty Years after the firſt Aft of Parliament made in favour of them, (and 
three or four Years after their Incorporation) Entituled A Bill that Perſons, being no com- 
mon Surgeons, may minifter Pedicines, notwithſtanding the Statute. 

Where in the Parliament holden at Weſtminſter in tbe third Pear of the Ring's moſt gracj- 
ous Reign, amondaſt other things, foz the avoiding of So:ceries, Witchcraits, and other Incon- 
beniences, Jt was Enacted, That no Poriva within the City of London , noz within ſeven 
Wiles of the ſame, ſbould take upon bim to exerciſe, and eccupp as Phyſician 02 Durgeon, ex-- 
cept he be firſt Gramined, Appzoved, and Admitted by the Biſhop of London, and otber, under, 
and upon certain Pains and Penelties in the fame Act mentioned; Sithence the making tbe 
which ſaid Act, the Company and Fellowſhip of Surgeons of London , minding only their 
own Licres, and nothing tbe P:ofit oz Eaſe of the Diſeafed, oz Patient, bave ſued, troubled, 
and veted dibers honeſt Perſons, as well Pen as Women z —And pet tbe ſaid Perſons babe 
not taken any thing ſe: their Pains 62 Cunning, but babe miniſtred the ſame to pooz people onlp. 
foz Neighbourhood, and God's Take, and of Pity and Charity. And it is now well known, 
tbat the Surgeons admitted, will do no Cure to anp Perfon, but where they fþall know to be 
rewarded with a greater Dumm oz Reward than the Cure ertendeth unto: Foz in caſ they 
would miniſter their Cunning unto pMz People unrewarded, there ſhould not fo many rot, and. 
periſy to Death, foz lack of Durgerp, as dayly do ; but the greater part of @urgeons admitted, 
babe veen much moze to be blamed than thoſe Perſons that thep trouble. Foz altho? the moſt part 
of the perſons of the ſaid Craft of Surgeons babe {mall Cunning, yet they will take great 
Diumms of Ponep, and do little therefoze, and by reaſon thereof they do oftentimes impair 
and burt their Patients rather than do them god: Wherefore by this AR of Parliament it was 
declared lawful foz any perſon to Cure outward Sozes, &c. How 
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How well the Phyſicians had anſwered the end of their Incorporation by Aft of Parliament 
in 14 .and 15. of Hen. VIII, who were made a Body Corporate at leaſt Eighteen Years before 
the Sargeons, will beſt appear by the following Aft made in the Firſt of Queen _ 
Seſſ. 2. Chap.9, Entituled, An Act touching the Cozpozation of the Phyſicians in London. In r Q. A. 
which A& of Parliament it is declared wthere in the Parliament bolden at London the Scff. 2-©5- 
fifteenth day of April, in the fourteenth Pear of the Reign of cur late Dobereign Lozd King 
Henry the Eigabth, and from thence adjourned to Weſtminſter the laſt dap of July in the fit- 
teenth Pear of the Keign of the ſame Ring, and there holden, It was Enacted, That acertain 
G2zant by Letters Patents of Ancozpozation made and granted by our faid late King to the 
Pbyſtcians of London, and all Clauſes and Articles contained in the ſame Gzant ſhould be Ap- 
pzobed, Gzanted, KRatified , and Confirmed by the ſame Parliament : Foz tbe conſideration 
thereof, Be it Enacted by Authozity of this pzeſent Parliament, Thar the ſaid Statute, oz Act 
of Parliament, with every Article and Claufe therein contained, ſhall from bencefozth ſtand 
and continue ſtill in full ſtrength, fozce and effect, Any Act, Statute, Law, Cuſtome, oz any 
otber thing made, had, oz uſed to the contrary in any wife notwithſtanding. In this ACt ſeve- 
ral new Powers and Priviledges were granted to the Preſident and College of Phyſicians, As 
Fining and JImpzifoning their own Members, or other pho 6-16. gp of mala Praxis, where- 
by the Lives and Health of the King's Subjects are endangered. And particularly, it was 
Enacted, @vat all Juſtices, Papo2zs» Dberiffs, Baylifs, Conſtables, and other Piniſters, 
and Dfficers witbin tbe City and Pzecin> above»-weitten, upon Requeſt to them made, ſþall 
belp, atd, and affiſt rbe Pzefident of the ſaid College, and all Perſons by them from time to, 
time Autbozifed, foz the due Grecutton of the ſat Acts, oz Statutes, upon pain foz not g#& ©... 
bing of luch Aid, Þelp, and Aſſiſtance, to run in contempt of the Queen's Bajeſty, ber Peirs 
and Succeſſours. 

After theſe Afts of Parliament were granted to the Preſident and College of Phyſicians, they 
diſcharged their Duty with that Fidelity and Integrity to the Publick, that the ſucceeding Kings 
and Queens of England, gave them their Letters Patents under their Seals for the Enlargement 
of their Rights aad Priviledges, as particularly Queen Elizabeth, King Fames the Firſt and 
King Charles the Second : In purſuance of which Acts of Parliament before-mentioned , they 
made the following By-Laws, which every Member of the Society upon his Admiſſion, gives 
his Oath or Faith to obſerve. 

Danian complures in hac civitate medicinam faciunt, quot inidoneos omnino cenſemus,' ut in nu- 
merum Sociorum, aut Candidatorum adoptentur, vel quod natione non ſint Britanni , vel Dottoratus 
gradum non adepri furrint ;, vel non ſatis dots, aut etdte &: pravitate provetts ſint, vel alias conſimiles 
ob cauſas, & tamen Reip. inſervire,& ſaluti hominum prodeſſe poſſint, ſaltem in nonnullis cur ationibus : 

De bis ordinamns & ſtatuimus, ut poſt debitas ex aminationes, & approbationem Prefidis & Cenſe- 
rum, permittantur ad praxin quamdiu ſe bene geſſerint. 

eAEquum amem cenſemns, ut Cenſores & Socii examinatos omnes quotquot tam doftrihg quam mo« 
ribus idoneos repererint, ad medicine praxin admittant, ne Collegium roſe Monopolus accuſetur. 

By theſe logal Statutes of the College made in purſuance of the fore-mentioned Acts of Par- 
liament, it you appears how careful the College hath _ been to give all due incourage- 
ment to ſuch Perſons, as they found, by Examination, to be fit for adminiſtring Phyſick or ſer- 
ving the Kings SubjeCts in the Profeſſion of that Art, although but in particular Caſes. Info» 
much that ſome have been licenſed to adminiſter only outward Applications, as in Aﬀetions ” 
of the Eyes; Others in ordinary Diſtempers, (being obliged to call ſome Learned Phyſician of 
the College in greater Caſes to their Aſſiſtance) Others in particular Diſeaſes, as Madneſs, Con- 
ſumptions, inveterate Ulcers, Fiſtulaes, &c. And fo generous hath the College always been, 
in their Readineſs to ſerve the Publick, as not only to licenſe all ſuch Perſons, who might be 
any ways capable of doing good, but alſo to give their Approbation to ſeveral Medicines of 
publick Note (after due Examination of them ) which they thought might be for the general 
benefit of the King's Subjects. 

And fo far hath the College been from diſcouraging any of the Company of Surgeons 
from prattifing Phyſick in any Chirurgical or other Caſes belonging to phyſick or Surgery , that 
whenever any of them have applied themſelves to the Preſident and Cenſors for a Licence, it 
was never denied them, provided that they gave any Teſtimony of their Fitneſs or Ability to 
practiſe either in Chirurgical or Medical Caſes ; which by the Law of the Kingdom they were 
obliged to do, and ever have done, whete Ignorance and Inability have not been the juſt and 
true Impediment. Our Regiſters afford us many Inſtances of this Nature; atnongſt which the 
famous Moalins, Fenton, and Awbert (principal Surgeon at Court in Charles the Firſt's Reign) 
were Examined and Licenſed by the Preſident and Cenſors; the Form of whoſe Teſtimonial 
sto be ſeen inthe Annals of the College : And Mr. Hobbs their late Maſter was in like manner 
Examined, though in the Engliſh Tongue (he deſicing not to anſwer in Latin) and Licenſed. 

This is Truth of FaCt, which we can prove beyond all Contradidtion. And ſo nnreaſonable 

hath it always been judged, both by our Kings, Parliaments, and the Magiſtrates of this famons 

City of London, for Surgeons to praQiſe in any Caſes, where internal Medicines were indicated, 

till they had been Exatmaged, and Approved by the _— of the College of PIyſicians (who 
2 


are 
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are not ohly by Vertue of their Ediication, but likewiſe by the Laws of the Kingdom, dec'ared 
the moſt proper Judges in thele Caſes) that when ever any of the more forward and ignorarit 
Members of that Company have attempted, in Parliament, or by the King's Favour, to procure 
ſuch a Liberty, their bills and Petitions have been rejected, and thrown out as unreaſonable ta 
be granted : It being notoriouſly known, That all the Members of the College muſt be thrice 
Examined (though of Academick Education) before they can be admitted into any of the 
fore-mentioned Orders. This will clearly appear by the following ſhort Hiſtory of Matter of 
Fact. 

An. 1572, It was then argued in the Lord Mayors Court,whether Surgeons might give inward Medicines 

<#/.14. in the Sciatica, French Pox, Ulcers and Wounds; Doctor Cajus appeared there for the College, 
who proving the Illegality and Unreaſonableneſsof their adminiſtring internal Medicines, It was 
by the Court judged againſt them. 

Ann. 1595. A Letter was ſent from the College to the Maſter and Wardens of the Surgeons, to deſire 

 £1.37- them to make an Order, That none of their Members ſhould give internal Phyſick, elſe the 
College was fully minded to defend their Priviledges, and to deal with particular Offenders, 
as Order of Law, and the College Ordinances in that behalf required, 

Ann.1*-2, The College having proſecuted one Fenkin a Surgeon, for illegal PraCtice, he attempted to 

3 }-1.An. juſtifie the ſame, becauſe in that Art the Uſe of inward Remedies was often neceſſary. Chief 

Ln Juſtice Popham upon this Plea, and the Councel*s Arguments uſed in Fenkir?*s Defence, diligently 

read over the Acts of Parliament made in theReigns of K. #, VIII. and Q. Mary, which re- 
lated to Phylick, who thereupon demanded of Fenkin how he durſt prafttiſe that Art 
without a Licence from the College, under the College-Seal; and though it was true, that 
in the Surgeons Profeſſion the Uſe of inward Remedies was often neceſſary, yet in ſuch Caſes a 
Phyſician was to be called, it being upon no account lawful that the Surgeons ſhould invade the 
Phyſicians Province ; And hereupon the Chief Juſtice delivered this Opinion , That there is 
no ſufficient Licence without the College Seal; And that no Surgeon, as a Surgeon, might pra- 
Ctiſe Phyſick, no, not for any Diſeaſe, though it were the great Pox. 

This Opinion of that great and eminent Lawyer was fo il! received by the Surgeons; that in 
the beginning of this Reign, they petitioned the Right Honourable the Houſe of Lords, that they 
might have Liberty to bring ina Bill into that Houſe to uſe Wound-Drinks, Potions, and other 
inward Remedies, which they, by their long Practice, Study, and tried Experience, had found 
moſt neceſſary for the Recovery of their diſeaſed Patients, as well in London, as in his Majeſty's 
Service both by Sea and Land. And accordingly they brought in one , - which was read the firſt 
time in the ſaid Houſe the 26th. of March 1607. but upon a ſecond-Reading of the ſame the - 
day following, it was rejected. 

When the Surgeons found that the Right Honourable the Houſe of Lords favoured not their 
unjuſt pretenſions and deſires (as little as the Lord Chief Juſtice Popham had done ſome Years 
betore) the Lords having thrown out their Bill, they deſired a Meeting with the College, in 
order to maintain the ancient Friendſhip and good Correſpondency which had been betwixt the 
College and themſelves, making ſeveral Excuſes in relation to their Bill, pretending they were 
put upon it by their Lawyers, Cc. 

After the forementioned Diſappointment of the Surgeons, the College and that Corporation 
continued in good Amity and Friendſhip for about fourteen Years; and then they made a ſecond 
Application to the Parliament, for Liberty to praftiſe Phyſick: but this Attempt met with 
the Fate of the former, and was a ſecond time rejected. ; 

Ann.1427,- The Surgeons having been thus juſtly repulſed in two Seſſions of Parliament in King Fames 

K. C.1.An, the Firſts Reign, they attempted no more Bills during that Reign, but hoping that a ſucceed- 

R. 2, ing Prince might be more auſpicious to them and their Deſigns, than the former King and Par- 
liaments had been; they attempted to procure a Patent from King Charles the Firſt, in which 
they deſired Liberty to practiſe Phyſick in all Chirurgical Caſes, and to licenſe others todo the 
ſame : but this being oppoſed by the College ; and the Lord-Keeper Coventry being made ſen- 
ſible of the Unjuſtneſs and Unreaſopableneſs of a Patent of the afore-mentioned nature, he re- 
fuſed to ſign it, for which he had the publick Thanks of the College returned him by the Preſi- 
dent, and three other Fellows of the College deputed to wait upon him. 

Ann.1422, - The Surgeons having met with the fere-mentioned Diſappointments both in the King's 

K. C.1.An, Court, and in the Parliament, they gave the College no. further trouble, until the following 

R.7. Order was made eoncerning the Surgeons, which paſſed under the Seal of the Council-Ta- 
ble, the 13'® of June, 1632. ; 16" 

« As concerning the Surgeons,that none of them in the City of London, or within ſeyen Miles 
&« thereof, do either diſmember, trepan the Head, open the Cheſt or Belly, or cut for the Stone, 
« or do any great Operation with his Hand on the Body of any Man, or Woman, or Child, to 
« which they uſually are tyed to call their Wardens, or Aſliſtants, but in the preſenceof a Learn- 
« ed Phyſician, one or more,, of the College of London, or of his Ma jeſty's Phyſicians. 
Their Lordſhips, upon conſideration had thereof, as alſo upon calling the Maſter an& 

Wardens of the Company of the Surgeons before the Board, and hearing their Allegations, 


did find cauſe well to approve of the foreſaid Remedies propounded by the Phylicians, wy = 
| think 
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think fit,and order that his Majeſty*s Attorney General ſhould be thereby required to direCt ſuch 
a Courſe for the putting the ſame in due Execution, as may beſt ſtand with Law and Con- 
Venience. 

This Order was ſigned by the 


Lord Keeper, 


X $ L. Viſc. Wentworth, 
Lord Archbiſhop of York, L. Viſc. Fawkland, 
Lord Privy Seal, L, Biſhop of Londer, 
Earl Marſhall , L. Cottington, 
Exeter, L, Newburgh, 
Bridowater, Mr. Treaſurer, 
L. Viſc. Wimbleton. | [ Mr, Secretary Cook, F 


Mr. Attorney General having inſerted in his Information (purſuant to the forementioned An. 1535: 
Order of the Lords) that no Surgeon ſhould ſet any Trepan, or do any other great Ope- K Cr- 1. 
ration in Surgery without the preſence of a Phyſician of the College ; the Surgeons ſuggeſted ** ** 
to the King, that no DoCtour would ſerve in his Majeſty*s Navy, and therefore there was a ne- 
ceſlity of their being licenſed to practiſe Phyſick : Upon which, the Preſident called a College, 
and acquainted the Members with this ſuggeſtion of the Surgeons, deſiring to know the Fel- 
lows Reſolution, whether they would be content to be imployed on ſuch Occaſions ; to which 
anſwer was made, T hat divers of the Fellows of the ſaid College would be willing to under- 
rake the ſaid Service, and particularly Doftour Hawley, Hamey, Goddard, Dawſon. 

(And indeed fo far have the Members of the College of Phyſicians been,upon ſuch occaſions,from 
expreſling their unwillingneſs to ſerve the King or Kingdom, that when they have received any 
Letters or Orders from their Superiours, to provide Phyſicians to ſerve the State,they have molt 
readily and chearfully complied with thuſe Commands : as particularly when a Letter was ſent 
from the Earl of Northumberland , An. 1640, to the Preſident of the College, to recommend 
Two of their Members to ſerve as Phyſicians to the Army z He thereupon called a College, 
who made choice of two very able and Learned Phyſicians (Members of the ſaid Society) 
whom they recommended as fit Men for that Employment. One of which was the Eminent Dr. 
Cadyman. And *®tis notoriouſly known how readily and faithfully ſeveral Learned and Great 
Men (Fellows and Members of the College) ferved K. Ch. I. in the late unhappy Civil War ; 
as particularly that Ornament of his Age, the Great Dr. Harvey, as likewiſe the Learned Dr. 


Edmund Smith, Sir Alexander Fraſier, Dr. Hinton, Dr. Charlton (the pretend Learned Preſt- 
dent of the College) Dr. Shore, Di. rioare, Dir Edward Greaves, and the eminently Learned 


Sir Ch. Scarburgh, who likewiſe attended the late King ( in the Dutch Expedition.) when Lord 
High admiral at Sea, which Service Dr. Clerk, One of the Phyſicians in Ordinary to K. Ch. 11. 
did likewiſe offer to undertake. Our Annals do likewiſe inform us, T hat when the Speaker of 
the Houſe of Commons did ſend his Letter to the Preſident of the College, to provide Three 
able Phyſicians for the Service of the Army, under the Command of the Farl of Eſex; He 
thereupon Summoned a College, who Elected Dr. de Laune, and Dr. Sheaffe, (both Fellows 
of the ſaid College) who, with the late Eminent Dr. Coxe, undertook that Service. Dr, 
Whiſtler (late Pretident of the College) was likewiſe employed in the Service of the Army, and 
Navy, and in Attendance upon an Embaſladour to the Swediſh Court ; As alſo Dr. Warner in the 
Service of the Army of K. Ch. II. and Dr. Lawrence at Tangier. 

And at preſent in the 1r;þ Expedition are employed in His Majeſty's Service no leſs than Four 
Learned Phyſicians, viz. Dr. Lawrence, Smith, Dun, and Commins , beſides thoſe who are to 
attend His Majeſty*s Sacred Perſon. And fo far have Phyſicians, both formerly and at preſent, 
been from expreſling any backwardneſs to ſerve their King and Country, that great application 
hath been made by ſeveral Eminent Perſons in that Profeſſion to be received into the forementi- 
oned Service. And how ready ſeveral Eminent Members of the College were of late to take 
more than ordivary Care to provide the Drugs, to direCt and inſpect the Remedies lately ſent 
to the Army in 1reland, is notoriouſly known, But to return whence we digreſs'd.) 

The Surgeons having received the fore-mentioned Anſwer , they gave the College no fur- an, 354. 
ther trouble till 1641. when the College exhibited a Bill to the Upper Houſe, againſt which 
Bill they put in their Petition, pretending that they had been from time to time much. 
opprelled by the College of Phyſicians, London, &c. beſeeching their Lordſhips to ſtay pro-._ 
ceedings upon the ſaid Bill till their grievances had been heard and determined. The Houſe 
of Lords hereupon ordered the Surgeons to bring in their Exceptions to the ſaid Bill, which 
were the following. 

t. That notwithſtanding the Premiſſes, By this Bill the Surgeons ſhall be deprived of 
the Exerciſe of their Profeſſion contrary to their Charters, Atts of Parliament, and Law, al- 
though the Surgeons in all times, and all Ages both by ancient and modern Writers, have ever 
both practiſed and appointed Phyſical Remedies to the Cure of all Wounds, Ulcers, Impoſthumes, 
great Pox, Fiſtulacs, Tumours, and all nr Chirurgical Diſeaſes. Thas? 
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2. That if the Surgeons ( as by this Bill is endeavoured ) ſhall be reſtrained in their Profe®- 
hon to give Phyſick to their Patients, where it ſhall be requiſite to the Cure ; they ſhall be dif- 
abled to perfect their Cures, or the Subjects unneceſſarily charged with Phyſicians and Apo- 
thecaries, 

3. That if the Surgeons ſhall be diſabled to cxerciſe their Ptofeſſion entirely on Land, how ſha!) 
they be able to practiſe the ſame at Sea, or brecd any for that Service, where the Charge ol 
all, both kick and wounded, are vpon them, without Phyſicians or Apothecaries ? 

4. That the Surgeons in all times have ferved the King and Commonwealth both by Sea 
and Land, and to that purpoſe His Majeſty hath conſtantly allowed to each Surgeon, Monies 
for Phyſical Remedies, for ſick and hurt perſons : And now by this Bill they ſhall be reſtrained 
to uſe their profeſſion in giving internal Remedies. ; 

5. That Surgeons are dayly employed in Voyages at Sea, and in the Service of Merchants, 
where there hath heen uſed no Phylicians; and if by this Bill they be reſtrained from admini- 
ſtring Phylick to their Patients here , they will be no way ableto perform the truſt repoſed in 
them at Sea , whereby 'many of his Majeſty's Subjects muſt periſh for want of experienced 
Surgeons. 

To theſe Exceptions exhibited by the Surgeons in their Petition againſt the College-Bill, the 
College returned the following Anſwer. 

To the Firſt Exception, 1t is denied that it is any part of a Surgeon*s profeſſion to admini- 
ſter Phyſick, or that it is allowed to them by any Act of Parliament, other than externaliy, nei- 
ther have any ancient or modern Writers (who were meerly Surgeons and not Phyſicians) ei- 
ther praCtifed or appointed phyſical Remedies, as in the Exception is pretended. It will be 
granted, that Surgeons have de fatto prattiſed Phylick, and thereupon the Abuſe was peiceived, 
and remedied. But yet ſome able Surgeons being well ſeen in Phyſick have practiled it, and 
have had the Allowance and Approbation of the College of Phyſicians for ſuch their doing, 
and others ſo qualified may have the like. 

The Second, Third, Fourth and Fifth Exceptions are all of the nature of the firſt, 
and are but the ſame in Subſtance; for Anſwer to which, the Phyſicians ſay, 'I hat this Bill 
takes nothing from the Surgeons which was theirs before, nor prohibits them from doing any 
thing which by Law they might do before ; For it is not to make new Offenders or Offences, 
but to diſcover old ones; and therefore there is no fear by this Bill of debarring any Man to 
praftiſe Phyſick either by Sea or Land, who are fit to practiſe itz and if he be nor fit, there is 
no reaſon he ſhould praCtiſe it, it being of ſuch high concernment , that the Lives and Healths 
of the King's SubjeCts ſhould not be put into the hands of ignorant and unskilful Perſons. 


And Surgeons haye no reaſon to expect grenter Priviledges in the praftiſing of Phyſick, than 
Phyſicians themſelves have, who are hrit to be allowed and approved by the College, before 


they can be ſuffered to praftiſe within London, or ſeven Miles thereof. Andin like manner, 
many Surgeons being allowed and approved by the College, practiſe the ſame; bur otherwiſe, 
they have been from time to time puniſht for practiſing Phylick, not being firſt allowed and ap- 
proved by the College. | 

Thus were the Afﬀairs managed betwixt the College of Phyſicians and Surgeons to the 
latter end of July, 1641. at which time the Differences between King Charles the Firſt and 
the Long-Parliament grew ſo high,that all Afﬀairs of private concern were laid aſide, and ſo con- 
tinued, till God in his Providence reſtored King Charles the Second, who gave the College a 
large Patent,confirming their Former Priviledges, (granted by his Royal Predeceſfors) and giy- 
ing them ſeveral new ones. This animated the College, and encouraged them to put the Laws 
of the Kingdom in due execution againſt illiterate and illegal PraCtiſers, among which Number 
were ſome of the Surgeons Company, who having by their improper and undue Adminiſtration 
of Phyſick, done much harm to the Kings Subjects, were ſummoned before the Preſident and 
Cenſors, for their ignorant andillegal PraCtice : which ſo much diſpleaſed the Perſons concerned, 
that they perſwaded ſeveral of that Body to join ina Petition to the Late Lord Chancellour a- 
gainſt the College ; wherein they complained of two Statutes of the ſaid College, which they 
jadged prejudicial to their Intereſt, though made purſuant to the Laws of the Kingdom, and the 
Truſt thereby repoſed in the College of Phyſicians, for doing the ſame. Their Complaint to 
the _ Chancellour was then judged fo unreaſonable, that they were (after a ſhort Hearing) 
rejected. 

When the College lately put in their Bill to the Houſe of Lords, for the better Regula- 
tion and Government of their own Society, they gave a trouble to that Right Honourable 
Houſe, by a Petition, which met with as little Favour in that Supreme Court of Juſtice, 
as their former had done, their Lordſhips finding that the College-Bill was ſo juſt and 
reaſonable, that nothing which could be offered by them, or other Adverſaries, was of moment 
enough to give itan Obltruftion. And the truth is, there was little reaſon to favour this Pe- 
tition, being fraught with ſo many notorious Falſhoods, as particulariy, that by ACt of Parlia- 
ment they were impowered to practiſe Surgery in all its Parts (which Priviledpe, by the Sta- 
tures of the Kingdom, belonged only to the Members of the College) That they never had any 


Dependance upon the College : That they had met with no Trouble from the College _ of 
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late Years, &c. Wherefore *twas no. Wonder that the Petitioners and Petition were ſo ſoon dif 
charged and rejected by that Right Honourable Houſe. 

When they found themlelves thus diſappointed in the Supreme Court of Juſtice, their next 
attempt was to print and deliver acertain Paper (intituled the Surgeons Caſe) toleveral Mem- 
bers of the Houſe of Commons, November, 168g, Wherein they bluſh not to ſet forth the 
following Untruths: Yrz. ** Thar they had power toexamine and approve their own Members, 
*to adminilter as well juternal as external Medicines, in all Chirurgical Caſes; that this Power 
« was of abſolute Neceſlicy, tincc the caſe of the Sick and Wounded Sea-men in the Flects and 
* Armies, had been in all times committed tolelytothem : That the ficſt conſiderable Attempt 
* which the Phyſicians had madeto hinder the Surgeons from giving internal Medicines in Caſes 
* of Surgery, was in the Reign of King Charles the Firſt ; 1 hat Phyſicians had uſed, upon all Oc- 
© caſions, to conſult with the Surgeons touching the Application of inward as well as outward 
** Medicines, and that the College had, by a late By-Law, torbid their Members to join in conſul. 
* tation with any but ſuch as were of the Collepe. 

This Cale thus fully [tuft with ſo many manitelt Untruths, and fa!ſe Suggeſtions, (as appears 
from the precedent Hiſtory) was the Ground upon which they humbly prayed leave to offer 
a Bill to that Houſe, for impowering the Surgeons to give internal as well as external Medi- 
cines in all Caſzs of Surgery, and to make void all By-Laws of the College, whereby they 
_ pretend to reſtrain any of their Members from conſulting with Surgeons in any Caſe 
whatever, 

And accor%ingly in 7.-mary following, their Bill was offered and read twice in that Houſe, 
and ordered to be committed ; in which it was propoſed to be enacted, ** 1 hat it ſhall and may 
* be lawful for any Surgcon of the {ſaid Company, who hath been, or ſhall hereafter be examined 
** by Four of the Examiners of the ſaid Company, in the Preſence of two or more of the Maſters 
* or Goycrnours of the ſaid Company,and by them duly approved from time to time, as Occaſi- 
© on ſhall require, to adminiſter any internal Medicines to any Patient in any Chirurgical Caſe, 
** or Caſes of Surgery whatſoever, &c. And it is hereby Enacted, &c. That the Preſident of 
** the College or Commonalty of the Faculty of Phyſick, London, nor any Member of the ſaid 
* College ſhall have Power or Authority by any By-Law or other Ways whatſoever, to reſtrain 
* any Member of the ſaid College or Corporation of Phylicians, from conſulting with any Sur- 
rs of the ſaid Myſtery and Commonalty, examined and approved as aforeſaid, in any Caſe 

wnoat 0eVer. 

Now the Priviledzes the Surgeons deſire in the fore-mentioned Bill, to be granted by Parli- 
ament, are ſo unreaſonable (when conſidered) that we have juſt Cauſe to believe, that this Bill 

II mcet with the ſame Fate their Two former Bills met withal in the Reign of King 7-5 the 
Firſt. And the Reaſons which incline us to this Opinion are, becauſe the Priviledges which 
they deſire. are againſt both Law and Fuſtice. Againſt the Firſt, viz. Their Examining and Li- 
ceaſing a l Perſons praCtiſing Surgery to give internal Medicines in all Chirargical Caſes, and 
any Caſe what ſoever , Becauſe the Statute Laws of the Kingdom have entruſted this power with 
Four Fellows of the College, who have been firlt examined themſelves, and are Yearly choſen 
by the whole College, and ſo!emnly ſworn to do their Duty honeſtly and faithfully, without 
Favour or Aﬀection, and the College are obliged by their Statutes to give Licence to all ſuch 
(whether Surgeons or others) whom they ſhall find fit upon Examination. Againſt Fuſtice, 
Becauſe the Fellows of the College being all of them (by their Statutes) DoCtours of Phyſick 
in Ox/-14 or Cambridge, or incorporated in one of them, and having ſpent ſo much time 
in {tudy ( viz. twelve or fourteen Years) and been at the Expence of fo much Money to 
obiain their Degrees, they cannot but be judged, by Vertue of their Education and Learn- 
ing, the moſt proper Judges of the Fitneſs of all Perſons to give internal Phyſick in Chirur- 

ical or any other Caſes. 

And ſo ſenſible was the Legiſlative Power of the Kingdom hereof, that when they gave 
the Surgeons their Incorporation by ACt of Parliament, the ſame Members in the ſame Seſſion 
made a ſecond ACt of Parliament in favour of the College; and therein provided ( leſt 
the Surgeons ACt ſhould any ways be interpreted to extend to the Prejudice of the College) 
that +ozaſmuch as the Science of Phyſick doth compzebend, include, and contain the 
knotvledae of Surgery, as a ſpecial MWeniber and Part of the ſame, ZTheretioze be it Enacted, 
That any oi the ſaid Company £2 Feliowſhip of Pbpſicians being Able, Choſen, and admit- 
ted by the ſaid Pzeſident and Fellowſhip of Phyſicians, may from time to t:me, as well with- 
in the City of London, as elſewhere within this Realm, P2zactiſe and Ererciſe the ſaid Sct- 
ence of 3. bpſick in all and every his Wembers and Parts, Any Act, Statute, oz Pzobiſton made 
to the contrary notwithſtanding, 

And as to the other Branch of their Bill, wherein they would reſtrain the College from 
hindring their Members to conſult with them, they have diſcovered themſelves more plainly ; 
For though they would ſeem to aim at nothing but to give internal Phyſick in Chirurgical Ca- 
ſes; yet here they have openly declared, That their Members, approved by themſelves, ſhould 
practiſe Phyſick not only in Chirurgical, but in all other Caſes; as will plainly appear by the 
following Words; © Be it Enacted, That neither the Preſident, nor avy Member of —_ 
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« lege ſhall have power to reſtrain any Member from conſulting with any Surgeon examined 
« and approved in any C aſe whatſoever. 

Now from this trug and ſuccinct Hiſtory of the various Deſigns and Attempts of the Sur- 
geons to uſurp upon, and intrude themſelyes into the peculiar Province of the College of 
Phyſicians; it muſt appear moſt evidently to all Men of ſenſe and right judgment, (Firſt 
That the very Grounds upon which the Surgeons have built their Jate Petition, are 
meerly fiftitious and prevaricating, they being not Impowered or Authorized by ACt of 
Parliament, to adminiſter internal Medicaments in Medical or Chirurgical Caſes; but on the 
contrary, ſtrictly confined to Manual Operation, and the Application of external Remedies. 
Nor have they ever been moleſted or hindred by the College in the Practice and Exerciſe of 
their proper FunCtion, whillt they kept themſelves within the Limits preſcribed by the Laws of 
the Land, Yea more, the Doors of the College have always ſtood open to receive all Surgeons 
who would offer and ſubmit themſelves to be examined by the Preſident and Cenſors as is by 
Law enaCted: and to grant them Licence to praCtiſe Phyſick, if they were found able and fit ſo to 
do. So that they needed not to addreſs to the Superiour Powers to obtain what they might 
with Eaſe and Honour have acquired only by undergoing Examination, without which no Man, 
however Learncd and able in the Art of Medicine, ought to exerciſe the ſame within London, 
and ſeyen Miles round about it. Probable it is therefore, that Conſcience of their own Igno- 
rance, and fear to have their Inſufficiency detected, have chiefly induced them to decline due 
Examination, and to open a new (though unſafe.) way of licenſing one another, to which they 
have ſo long aſpired. 

Secondly, It appears , that the things here petitioned for by the Surgeons, are in themſelves 
unreaſonable, inconſiſtent with Law , injurious to the Royal College of Phyſicians, pernici- 
ous to the Company of Apothecaries, and in fine, dangerous to the people in general. 

Unreaſonable, becauſe nothing ſeems more abſurd , Than that-Men , not educated liberally, 
nor converſant in Humane Learning, ignorant in Natural Philoſophy (the principal Foundation 
of Medicine) Strangers not only to the DoCtrines of the ancient Teachers of the Art of Healing, 
but generally even to the Languages in which they wrote, and to the true and ſafe Methods of 
Curing Diſeaſes ; It ſeems highly abſurd, we ſay, that ſuch Men ſhould be permitted publickly to 
profeſs, and praCtiſe an Art ſo Noble, ſo Uſeful, ſo Neceſſary, and withal ſo Difficult , when 
they underſtand not ſo much as the very Fundamentals thereof. From ſuch doubtleſs, it is much 
leſs reaſonable to expeCt Health, than to fear Errors, and the uſual Conſequent of them, 
Death. 

Inconſiſtent with Law, The Wiſdom of which hath expreſly provided againſt the Dangers 
and Miſchiefs commonly ariſing from Isnorant and Audacious Pretenders to the Art of Medi- 
cine, by prohibiting all Perſons to practiſe it, and annexing ſevere Pcnaltics to that Prohibi- 
tion, if not firſt examined and approved by the moſt proper Judges, the Preſident and Cenſors 
of the College of Phyſicians. 

Injurious to the ſaid Royal College of Phyſicians, Becauſe they are lawfully endowed 
with the priviledge, both of publickly profeſſing and exerciſing the Art of Medicine, and of 
giving licence of praCtiſing the ſame Art, to whomſoever they ſhall (after due Examination) 
find fit and worthy to be intruſted with ſo weighty a Charge. 

Pernicious to the Company of Apothecaries , Becauſe moſt, if not. all the Surgeons of this 
City prepare ard diſpenſe the Remedies they uſe, by the hands of their Apprentices in their 
own Shops, very rarely furniſhing themſelves with Simple or Compound Medicaments from 
the Apothecaries. But of this Grievance, amongſt others, the Apothecaries will (we preſume) 
ere long ſhew themſelves ſenſible, and opportunely oppoſe it. 

Laſtly, dangerous to the Common People, Becauſe no plague is more mortal, more diffuſive, than 
a Multitude of ignorant Empiricks publickly pom Phyſick, Which is a Truth fo atteſted 
by the deplorable Experience of all Ages, and all Nations , that we cannot inſiſt upon the far- 
ther proof thereof, without derogating from the Underſtanding of our Readers; to whoſe 
ſincere Judgment we humbly ſubmit this our brief and plain Defence, againſt the immodeſt 


and unreaſonable Invaſion of the Company of Surgeons. 


